TINE – A Catholic Leaders Network for the New Evangelisation

LEADERS’ CONFERENCE, ATHLONE, JANUARY 28-30 2005 

Workshop on:  Evangelisation & Catechesis – Bridging the Gap
Workshop Leader: Éanna Johnson

What is the Church’s vision for Evangelisation and Catechesis?

The Church understands Catechesis as an integral element in Evangelisation. 

This principle was expressed clearly by Pope Paul VI in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, ‘On Evangelisation in the Modern World’, 1975, and again by Pope John Paul II in the Apostolic Exhortation Catechesi Tradendae: On Catechesis in Our Time, 1979.

Catechesis is confirmed as an essential element of Evangelisation in the General Directory for Catechesis, 1997. The Directory is the Church’s reference for how Catechesis should be carried out, and complements the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1992/1999, which is the reference for the content of Catechesis. 

In the Church's evangelizing activity there are of course certain elements and aspects to be specially insisted on. …. Thus it has been possible to define evangelization in terms of proclaiming Christ to those who do not know Him, of preaching, of catechesis, of conferring Baptism and the other sacraments. … It is impossible to grasp the concept of evangelization unless one tries to keep in view all its essential elements. (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 17).

A means of evangelization that must not be neglected is that of catechetical instruction. The intelligence, especially that of children and young people, needs to learn through systematic religious instruction the fundamental teachings, the living content of the truth which God has wished to convey to us and which the Church has sought to express in an ever richer fashion during the course of her long history.  (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 44).
Catechesis is an education of children, young people and adults in the faith, which includes especially the teaching of Christian doctrine imparted, generally speaking, in an organic and systematic way, with a view to initiating the hearers into the fullness of Christian life. …. There is no separation or opposition between catechesis and evangelization. Nor can the two be simply identified with each other. Instead, they have close links whereby they integrate and complement each other. (Catechesi Tradendae, 18).

For this workshop we will propose the following definitions:

Catholic Evangelisation means proclaiming the basic message Christ (the kerygma), the conversion of people to believe in Jesus Christ, catechesis in the faith, sacramental initiation and incorporation into the Church.

Catholic Catechesis , an element of evangelisation, is an orderly and systematic instruction in the Christian faith, in accordance with the Magisterium of the Church, leading to the fullness and maturity of Christian life. 

How does Catechesis impact on Evangelisation in Ireland today?

Huge changes in Irish Catholic school catechetics have taken place in the post-Vatican II era. A new primary school programme, the Children of God series, was introduced in the mid 70s, and has twice been ‘re-presented’, currently as the Alive-O programme. At secondary level class discussions largely replaced the earlier RE programme; recently the State has introduced religious education as an examination subject in Junior and Leaving Certificates.

Since the 2nd Vatican Council Rome has issued a succession of excellent catechetics-related documents - comprehensive, practical, inspiring and authoritative (see list p.3). The Church has praised positive developments, but has also had cautionary words for negative aspects, mainly concerning integrity of the content of faith, as these quotations illustrate:

Numerous very successful works have been produced and are a real treasure in the service of catechetical instruction. But it must be humbly and honestly recognized that this rich flowering has brought with it articles and publications which are ambiguous and harmful to young people and to the life of the Church. …. catechetical works which bewilder the young and even adults, either by deliberately or unconsciously omitting elements essential to the Church's faith, or by attributing excessive importance to certain themes at the expense of others, or, chiefly, by a rather horizontalist overall view out of keeping with the teaching of the Church's magisterium. (Catechesi Tradendae, 49). 

The course of catechesis during this same period [1965-97] has been characterized everywhere by generous dedication, worthy initiatives and by positive results for the education and growth in the faith of children, young people and adults. At the same time, however, there have been crises, doctrinal inadequacies, influences from the evolution of global culture and ecclesial questions derived from outside the field of catechesis which have often impoverished its quality. (General Directory for Catechesis, 2).
While putting forward good material, the Church has generally avoided public correction of specific catechetical errors, with a few exceptions - the ‘Dutch Catechism’ of 1966 and US catechisms in 1997 and 2003 (see list p.4).  

In Ireland, opinion is sharply divided on the catechetical changes since the 70s. The ‘official’ view is that all the changes are excellent, and a great advance over pre-Vatican II catechesis, which was in many ways deficient and/or defective. Another view is that pre-Vatican II catechesis was fundamentally sound, though requiring renewal in the light of the Council; however, the Irish changes since the 70s ‘threw the baby out with the bath-water’, reflect all the international catechetical problems, and have largely failed to hand on Catholic Faith. 

Workshop Discussion Questions

Any evangelising strategy and method must take account where the person to be evangelised is at, in relation to knowledge of Jesus Christ and the Church. Is he/she

· Well instructed in knowing about Christian faith, but lacking conversion of heart?

· Poorly instructed in Christian faith, but open, even hungry, to learn about Jesus?

· So poorly catechised as to be ‘immunised’ against real Christian faith?

· Somewhere else?

The following questions are suggested as workshop discussion starters:

1. Considering the people you are currently evangelising or are planning to evangelise, where do you think they are at in terms of having been catechised? How should this influence your evangelising strategy and methods?

2. Do you include basic catechesis in your evangelising? 

3. What about catechetical follow-up for those evangelised?

SELECTION OF DOCUMENTS OF CHURCH SINCE 2ND VATICAN COUNCIL

RELEVANT TO CATECHESIS & EVANGELISATION

Documents of the Second Vatican Council, 1963-1965, especially: 

· *Lumen Gentium, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 

· *Dei Verbum, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation 
· *Gaudium et Spes, Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World  
· *Ad Gentes, Decree on Church’s Missionary Activity 
· *Gravissimum Educationis,  Declaration on Religious Education

*Pope Paul VI, Credo of the People of God, 1968

*Congregation for the Clergy, General Catechetical Directory, 1971

*Congregation for Divine Worship, Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, 1972

**Pope Paul VI,  Evangelii Nuntiandi: On Evangelisation in the Modern World, 1975

Congregation for Catholic Education, The Catholic School, 1977

Pope John Paul II, Redemptor Hominis, 1979

**Pope John Paul II, Catechesi Tradendae: On Catechesis in Our Time, 1979

Pope John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia, 1980

Pope John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, 1981

Congregation for Catholic Education, Lay Catholics in Schools, 1982

Congregation for Catholic Education, Educational Guidance in Human Love, 1983

*Code of Canon Law, 1983

Pope John Paul II, Dominum st Vivificantem, 1986

Pope John Paul II, Christifideles Laici, 1987
Congregation for Catholic Education, Religious Education in Catholic School, 1988

*Pope John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio, On Church’s Missionary Mandate, 1990

**Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1992 (revised 1999)





Pope John Paul II, Veritatis Splendor: Questions of Church’s Moral Teaching, 1993

Pontifical Biblical Commission, Interpretation of the Bible in the Church, 1993

Congregation for Evangelisation of Peoples, Guide for Catechists, 1993

Pontifical Council for the Family, Truth & Meaning of Human Sexuality, 1995

**Congregation for the Clergy, General Directory for Catechesis, 1997

Congregation for Catholic Education, Catholic School on Threshold of 3rd Millennium, 1997

Pope John Paul II, Fides et Ratio, Faith and Reason, 1998

Congregation for Catholic Education, Consecrated Persons in Schools, 2002


*  Items of special relevance to evangelisation & catechesis


** Short-list of recommended references. 

PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED BY CHURCH IN CATHOLIC CATECHETICAL PUBLICATIONS

A New Catechism: Catholic Faith for Adults, popularly known as the ‘Dutch Catechism’, has been very influential internationally. When first published in 1966, it raised disquiet. Pope Paul VI appointed a Commission of Cardinals to investigate. The Commission commended originality, but listed ten doctrinal areas that needed correction. 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops set up a Standing Committee on Catechesis to review catechetical texts for conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The Committee submitted Progress Reports in 1997 and 2003, which listed widespread and serious doctrinal deficiencies in most catechisms studied. (Note that Irish catechetical thinking is greatly influenced by developments in the USA). The problem areas were similar to those identified thirty years earlier in the ‘Dutch Catechism’.

The following list summarizes the areas in which doctrinal deficiencies were identified in the ‘Dutch Catechism’ and the US catechisms:  

The Blessed Trinity & divine nature of the Persons of the Trinity. 

Trinitarian structure of Church’s beliefs / teachings

 Christ’s divinity (implication that Jesus is different from or even less than God).

Redemption from sin through Christ’s death. 

The Holy Spirit (treatment either missing or flawed). 

Distinctly Christian anthropology (the nature, origin and destiny of human beings).

God’s creation of human soul, and creation of angels. 

The Fall and Original Sin.  

Perpetual virginity of Mary, Mother of God. 

Truth of Church’s teaching of doctrines of faith.

Special character of the ministerial priesthood; authority of pope and bishops to teach and rule. 

Relativistic re Church and faith (one religion or church as good as another). 

The sacraments, (esp.priesthood, Eucharist, Confession, Marriage, Anointing of Sick). 

Mass as both sacrifice and banquet. 

Real Eucharistic Presence via transubstantiation.

God’s initiative in the world, & transforming effects of grace (with overemphasis on human action).

Original sin and sin in general.

Christian moral life (esp. moral teachings of Church, morality not simply matter of personal choice, relationship between moral life and eternal destiny).

Sacred Scriptures (with implication that they are to large degree merely human texts). 

Eschatology – the last things; souls in Purgatory, Second Coming & general resurrection.

(  Éanna Johnson
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