13 Wyattville Close, Killiney, Co Dublin

9th June 2005

Rev Dr Gareth Byrne

Catechetics Office

Columba Centre

Maynooth

Co Kildare

Consultation towards a National Directory for Catechesis

Dear Fr Byrne, 
 

In response to your kind invitation for submissions in connection with the Dialogue in Faith, may I respectfully offer my considered views, overleaf.

 

May I assure you of my best wishes and prayers for the important task you have undertaken, to prepare a National Directory for Catechesis for Ireland. I believe this initiative has enormous potential for the future of the Christian faith in Ireland, the Catholic Church in particular.

 

Kind regards and God bless,

 

Éanna Johnson

Submission for National Directory for Catechesis

A review of Catholic catechesis in Ireland is an opportunity for genuine catechetical renewal in the vision of the Second Vatican Council. However, if the review is not comprehensive and objective, the current unsatisfactory situation could continue, or even deteriorate further (judging by recent Veritas books by catechetical advisors to the Bishops - ‘New Directions in RE’, and ‘Critical Issues in RE’ - which advocate replacing Catholic catechesis with a secular, relativist type of ‘religious education’; for detailed analysis of these books, visit www.eannajohnson.org). 

A wide-ranging consultation is desirable. The first step should be to ask the faithful to pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit; if we rely only on our human abilities, the whole exercise will be worthless, if not counter-productive. Then people should be encouraged to study the excellent General Directory for Catechesis (GDC) -- available in Catholic bookshops, or from the Vatican website, www.vatican.va -- because the new National Directory should reflect the norms and criteria in the GDC. 
It is to be regretted that the public notice for this consultation defines Catechesis as ‘deepening of faith’, which is only one element of catechesis (see GDC 235). The Church envisions Catechesis as an integral part of Evangelisation, which is beautifully expressed in several Church documents, starting with Evangelii Nuntiandi, ‘On Evangelisation in the Modern World’, Pope Paul VI, 1975. Genuine renewal of Catholic catechesis can only be built on fully embracing the teaching of the Church.

In the years since Vatican II the Church has provided a superb range of documents for catechetical guidance, most notably the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and the GDC. There has been some excellent progress in Catholic catechesis internationally – but also serious failures, in content and pedagogy, as noted by Pope Paul VI in 1968, Pope John Paul II in 1979, and the GDC in 1997. 

Unfortunately, Irish catechesis since the 1970s has tended to copy the negative international trends, rather than be guided by authentic Church teaching. Our secularised catechetics programmes must surely have contributed to the secularisation of Irish society, and certainly have largely failed in passing on the Catholic Faith to a whole generation.    

The preparation of a National Directory must include a thorough and objective analysis of the current situation (GDC 279). This is particularly needed because of the absence of pupil learning assessment from school catechetical programmes. The analysis should include an independent audit of teacher training institutes; recent public actions, statements and writings of some staff have raised questions about faithfulness to Church teaching.  

The new National Directory for Catechesis should first be issued in Draft form, with ample opportunity for the faithful to give feedback before the document is finalized. 

Approval by the Holy See is required before publication of the new National Directory (GDC 282). This wise provision must be followed, unlike a similar provision for a national catechism (GDC 285); the Alive-O programme has been in use since 1996 without the required Vatican approval. 

Éanna Johnson, 9th June 2005
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Making a submission
	The Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference has set in motion a process of consultation 

to help with the preparation of the first Irish National Directory for Catechesis. 

Catechesis is the ongoing deepening of faith which is understood as a day-to-day 

concern for every member of the Church. 

In response to the request made in the General Directory for Catechesis, issued 

by the Vatican in 1997, other Bishops’ Conferences have already produced their 

own document highlighting the particular needs of their local Church. The consultation, 

around Ireland in 2005, is being coordinated by Rev. Dr. Gareth Byrne who has 

been seconded to write the Directory. 

Themes central to evangelisation, catechesis as such and religious education are 

being addressed by those involved in catechetical initiatives. An open invitation 

has been made for individuals to submit their thoughts in 500 words on a specific 

catechetical issue they would like to see addressed.

It is hoped that the National Directory for Catechesis will contribute to a new 

vision of shared partnership in catechesis within the Catholic Church in Ireland. 

The Directory will, in the first place, consider the cultural, social and religious 

context in which we live in Ireland today. Responsible commitment by all members 

of the Church to faith formation and faith development, as parents or grandparents, 

as teachers, priests or concerned adults will be encouraged and supported. The 

needs of those to be catechised, from the sacramental preparation needs of children 

to the continuing and ongoing education requirements of adults, will be addressed. 

Specific structural, organisational and resource issues will also be given attention, 

in order to ensure that the efforts and gifts of individuals are maximised. 

Such a National Directory for Catechesis should set in place a strategy for the 

religious development of all members of the Catholic Church over the next ten 

years. It is envisaged that initiatives at parish and local-area and diocesan 

level, as well as at home and school, may be suggested. No one should feel 

isolated in their efforts. The Church as a community of people who follow Christ 

is called continually to recognise and take to heart the ongoing faith formation 

and faith development of all of its members, adults as well as young people. 

15th May 2005 
	


	Submissions of no more than 500 words can sent 

- by email to gbyrne@iecon.ie or

- by post to Rev. Dr. Gareth Byrne, Columba Centre,

Maynooth, Co Kildare. 




TEXT OF ADVERTISEMENT (Irish Catholic 19th May 2005)

CONSULTATION TOWARDS A NATIONAL

DIRECTORY FOR CATECHESIS

The Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference invites submissions

from interested parties on Catechetics –

the deepening of faith.

The purpose of the consultation is to inform the 

writing of the first Irish National Directory for Catechesis.

This important text will:

· Clarify the context in which catechesis takes place in Ireland today;

· Shape the vision of faith development for the next 10 years;

· Inform and support those working in the area of catechesis.

Further details can be found at www.catechetics.ie
Alternatively submissions of no more than 500

words can be sent directly to:

Rev. Dr. Gareth Byrne, Columba Centre,

Maynooth, Co Kildare

Closing date for receipt of submissions: 10th June 2005
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